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had  we   not   better   separate  at   once   before
happens \ Divorce is<# less evil than bloodshed/     But
the woman, who seems to have liked the company of
her new husband better than the children of her old
one,  answered:    ' First  try if you  cannot  clear the
fellow  out of the  way by some   stratagem/     'Amir
accordingly waited his opportunity, till when a con-
venient time came he said to the lad, ' Are you dis-
posed  to  accompany me on a raid'?'     'With all my
heart/ was the ready answer.    ' Come along, 'then/ said
'Amir.    So they set out both of them together;  but
'Amir purposely omitted to take any provisions with
them for^the road.    They journeyed on all that night
and the next day, without once halting, till the second
evening closed in, by which time 'Amir made certain
that the lad must be well-nigh famished for want of
food.    Thus thinking, he led the way in a direction
where enemies were likely to be, till at last there ap-
peared the gleam of a fire burning at some distance in
front.    'Amir then stopped  and said to his  stepson,
c Halloa, boy ! we are short of food, and must get some-
thing to eat; go over to where you see that fire, and
ask the folk who are cooking by it to give us a share
of their meal/    Thabit answered, ' What, man 1   is this
a time  for   eating?'     'Time or  not, I am  hungry/
'Amir rejoined,  f so off with you, and bring me some
supper/     Thabit made no further answer, but went.
As he neared the fire he saw two of the most notorious
ruffians in the whole land sitting by it; they were in
fact the very men into whose hands his stepfather had
designed that he should fall.    When the reflection of
the fire fell on the lad, the ruffians saw him and sprang
trp to seize him; he turned and ran; they followed ;
but he was lighter of foot than they, and kept ahead,
till looking over his shoulder he observed that one of